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Here we go, Opening Day and the US Masters gone, yes the golfing season is in full 

swing! No sooner did the sun shine than we had to close the course due to flooding, then 

we had snow, then sun and then hail. Yet the green staff go about their work and what a 

difference the winter programme has made to our course. We all look forward to excellent 

playing conditions in the weeks ahead, well done to John and his team. 

Many of you have commented that our first Open of the year is a bit early in the season. 

Perhaps we could look at moving to Masters Weekend and taking advantage of the 

“hype”. Watch next year’s fixture list! 

 I was heartened by the good turnout for the Selkirk Open Prize Giving and I urge you to 

come along to all such occasions. This year we will continue with adding a bit of 

entertainment with some Prize Giving’s. 

Well done to those who turned out for the friendly match at Dunskey on the 26th, we look forward to the return 

visit in October.  

Can I ask for two things? One is pitch marks on greens. No matter how softly your ball lands on the green it 

will leave a small indentation. Please look for these pitch marks and use your magic fork, no matter how small 

the mark. Two, Wednesday is the main competition day and we operate a running draw. Yes we want it to be 

a social occasion, but play with a verity of members. As you arrive add your name to the competition sheet 

and go out in threes, in the order you arrive and be conscious not to leave single golfers. 

Apart from the Wednesday Competitions for men and the regular Ladies Tuesdays look out for the Senior Syd 

Pasco on the 15th. The Avonside on the 24th and the Charity Rotary Competition on Monday the 25th of May. 

Finally two more appreciations. The office staff and the match committee. We take for granted the work done 

by the many volunteers who make your golfing experience the richer. 

Maurice Halliday (Club Captain) 

 

http://www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk/
mailto:info@kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk
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Office Matters 

I was asked the other day, ’what does the office do?’ The principal task is managing The Club’s finances. 

Income derives from subscriptions, visitors’ fees, buggy rental, sales of gloves, tees, balls and suchlike golfing 

requisites, not forgetting the donations from generous members. We may from time to time qualify for grants 

though not as often as we would like. Expenditure includes utility charges, rent, rates, subscriptions to various 

golfing bodies e.g. SGU, insurance covering the buildings and Members’ liability, upkeep and repair of the 

clubhouse and facilities and most importantly the wages for our excellent greens staff, not forgetting the cost of 

materials and machinery that allow them to present the course in such good order. I am sure there are 

omissions but the intention is to provide you with a sense of how your money is managed. EVERY penny is 

invested in Kirkcudbright Golf Club and is scrupulously accounted for. We are also where you should report 

any items needing repair and any complaints. The provision of consumables from printer cartridges to toilet 

rolls is also our responsibility, if you have used it we have ordered it.  

We manage the course bookings for members and visitors, issue prize vouchers for competitions, correlate the 

various club competitions to provide the fixture list, deal with a multitude of enquiries from the relevant to the 

banal, act as a conduit to pass information to club officers and members, liaise with our catering staff, serve as 

honest brokers or peacemakers and generally try to maintain some semblance of order. There are other tasks 

I will have forgotten. We endeavor to perform our duties with efficiency and good humour though I will admit to 

occasions when, ’the quality of mercy is strained’.  

The most agreeable task is probably welcoming visiting parties and ensuring they enjoy their visit and want to 

come back. Leave them wanting more is not a bad maxim. We are also responsible for implementing the 

directives of Members and the Management Committee. Between all these labours, we like you, are fee 

paying members of The Club and enjoy playing golf. Please remember the office is manned by volunteers so it 

is inevitable office opening times are restricted and may not be to your total convenience. The best time to 

contact us is weekdays between 0900 and 1100. Outwith these hours email, the preferred method, and you 

will receive your response next day.  

Club Captain Maurice Halliday paid tribute in the April Newsletter to the many volunteers who give of their time 

and expertise and I would like to add the thanks of the office but we are always looking for more help. As you 

will be aware money is tight preventing us from advertising but we still need to promote The Club to increase 

visitor income and membership. Any ideas?  If you feel you can contribute in any way, call in for a chat. Who 

knows we might stand you a cup of tea!  

Before ending this report I must comment on the course closure in early April. This decision was not taken 

lightly but there was no other option. The greens staff were unable to do any preparation to the course at the 

beginning of the Selkirk Open week, the ground and the greens were waterlogged, hence the decision to close 

until the Saturday. ‘Sod’s Law’ inevitably decreed the Friday would be a glorious day but the time was needed 

to present the course in the best possible condition. It seems likely the Selkirk Open will move to a later date 

and this will ameliorate the problem. Closures and buggy restrictions are dictated by ground conditions and 

safety considerations: this will continue to be the case.  

A final thought, my apologies for any administrative shortcomings but I can assure you the office is always 

trying. 

Tony Reason 



 

3 

Ladies Section 

The new season is gathering momentum and Kirkcudbright Ladies are up there with the winners. 
 
Congratulations to Susan King and Isabel Watson who won the Lauriston Rosebowl at Dumfries and 
Galloway. Gillian Rawlinson and Lyn Kane were third at Thornhill. 
 
In the S.V.L.G.A meeting at Stranraer, Gladys Kelly won the over 70's division and Janet Roff won 1st 
Bronze. Gladys was also joint winner of the Winter League with Lyn Kane and Caroline Ironmonger was 
third. The winner of the winter eclectic in the silver division was Pamela Watson and the bronze winner was 
Janet Roff. 
 
The Bill Jeffery Quaich has been rescheduled for the 1st June. Would everyone who wishes to play, put 
their names on the new sheet. The D. C. Dodds Trophy is on 11th May. Again, we would like to see as 
many ladies as possible turning out to support this. 
 
We are looking forward to our outing to Loudon Gowf Club on 4th May and hoping for good weather but we 
will be packing the waterproofs just in case. 
 
Well done to all the winners and to everyone who takes part. 

Helen 

Situations Vacant 

mailto:Maurice@mauricehalliday.co.uk
mailto:Maurice@mauricehalliday.co.uk
mailto:Maurice@mauricehalliday.co.uk
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Junior News 

 

 
Pictured in the above photograph are William 

Squires and Cameron Gray who were selected to 

represent the South in the Northern counties 

Federation team that competed against Yorkshire 

recently. The two boys had to play foursomes with 

boys they hadn’t played with before and William 

gelled well with his partner to win his match. Both 

boys fought hard in the afternoon singles but came 

up just short. They both enjoyed their day away and 

also represented Kirkcudbright Golf Club extremely 

well. 

Pictured above is Nathan Watson during his trip to 

the Scottish Boys at Dunbar during the first week 

of April. Nathan represented our club very well 

winning a close first round match, holding his 

nerve down the 19th. Unfortunately he narrowly 

lost his second round match 2 & 1 to a scratch 

golfer. He played under his handicap both rounds 

and thoroughly enjoyed his second appearance at 

the National competition. 

Pictured are the 

Juniors that 

participated for the 

first trophy of the 

2015 season. The 

winner of the Junior 

Bank of Scotland cup 

was Tom Pearsall. 
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Eggs v Southerness - 1/4/2015 

The Eggs played their first match of the season at Southerness on a very windy cold and at times wet day, 

conditions were very difficult but it seems to have favoured the home team as the result was 4½ to 1½ to 

Southerness, the course and the greens were in great condition for the match. 

 

Eggs V Eden Mallards - 9/4/2015 

The Eggs had a home match against the Eden Mallards conditions were perfect and the Mallards once 

again brought a very strong team to Kirkcudbright, John and his staff had the course in excellent 

condition, the Eggs ran out the winners with a score of 5½ to ½ the Eggs captain was delighted with the 

score. 

 

Eggs Coca Cola Cup 

The Eggs had their outing to Dumfries County Golf Club on Wednesday the 29th April 27 players played 

for the Cup and the scoring was very good despite the weather being mixed, the overall winner was Iain 

Proudfoot with an excellent score of 41 points, runner up with 39points was David Picken,, third place 

went to Neil McIntosh with 35 points, all the players enjoyed playing the course and despite the early 

season the course was in very good condition. Big thanks to James Erskine the Professional for 

organising and donating a prize. 

 

Eggs V New Galloway 

The Eggs played a home match against New Galloway on Thursday 30th April, the captain felt he had to 

put out a strong team to compete with the opposition and it paid off as the Eggs won 4 matches to 2, the 

match was played in good spirt and the New Galloway team thought the course was in excellent condition 

despite losing the match, a big thank you to Shona for looking after the players making sure they were 

well fed. 

The Eggs membership is on the increase as we have another two members since the last newsletter. 

 

Bill McCartney 

EGGS News 
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Player Profile 

This month we caught up with Junior Convenor Pamela Watson. Pamela is never far away from the Golf 

Club. As well as being Junior Convenor, Pamela has been Ladies Champion and also represents us as 

Coaching Convenor with the South of Scotland Golfers Association. 

What’s your handicap Pamela?  

7.4 

What’s the best course you’ve played?   

I don’t get playing many courses out of the area, although I have walked around many while watching others 

play. Having spent four days walking Dunbar this April at the Scottish Boys I would love to play there. 

What’s been your best moment in golf?  

Shooting level par for the first and so far only time and winning the ladies club championship. 

Who would be in your dream 4-ball?  

Miguel Angel Jimenez, Laura Davies, Theo Snelders (Former Aberdeen FC goalkeeper) 

Favourite club in your bag? 

Pitching wedge 

If you could change one thing in the game what would it be?  

There are lots of silly little rules that just hold up play, made worse by the fact that it is impossible to  know all 

the rules. 

Best piece of advice you’ve been given?  

When I first started I was told not too swing so hard, distance wasn’t everything. After years of too many 3’s 

of the tee I gave it a go. Now I don’t hit it as far but my handicap has come down. 

Bogey hole at Kirkcudbright?  

It’s a different one every year and as it’s early in the new season I’m not tempting fate by picking one. 

Any golf superstitions?  

No none, except perhaps the answer to the previous question. 

And finally, away from golf, what else do you get up to?  

Taxi driver and wallet for a teenage son although that is usually golf related. As Junior convenor at 

Kirkcudbright and coaching convenor for the South of Scotland Golfers Association I don’t have much spare 

time. I do enjoy watching football now that I’m too old to play. 

Thanks Pamela. 

 

 

 



 

7 

DAN KENNY (1882-1967) Park and Country Club at Buffalo, New York, USA  

Daniel F. Kenny, born 11th March 1882 at Canty Bay, North Berwick son Daniel 

Kenny boatman at Canty Bay and his wife Marion McPherson. Dan Kenny was 

a self employed general labourer and at the age of 18 he was granted a 

licensed as a golf professional on the West Links, North Berwick. He lived with 

his parents at 8, Quality Street and was described as 5 feet 9 inches tall with a 

dark complexion, black hair, blue eyes and a tattoo 'D K' on his right arm. In 

1905, Kenny was appointed greenkeeper and professional at the hillside course 

of Kirkcudbright G.C with a wage of 20 shillings per week after being 

recommended for the position by Ben Sayers. On 18th October he was 

dismissed by the club, no reason was minuted. The following year he was 

appointed to the newly formed Stranraer G.C. He entered the 1906 Open at 

Muirfield and finished 24th in a field which included Braid, Taylor and Vardon. 

In 1907, Kenny emigrated to the USA, sailing from Glasgow on the S.S. Caledonia he arrived in New York 

on 19th March. His contact in America was Bill Stewart from the Park and Country Club at Buffalo in New 
York State where Dan was appointed golf pro. He took over from Alex Robertson a clubmaker from St 
Andrews. Kenny played in the Canadian Open that year and in 1909 he was pro at the Meadow Club 
which used the public park in Buffalo. Kenny won the Canadian Open in 1910 at Lambton Golf and 
Country Club, Toronto with a winning score of 303. George S Lyon was second on 307 and Perry Barrett 
was third with 309.  

Kenny was pro at Toronto Golf Club from 1911-14 and assisted Harry Colt to lay out the new course at 
Long Branch. At that time Stanley Thompson, a fourteen year old caddie at Toronto was so inspired 
watching the course taking shape that he later became Canada's leading golf course architect. Alex 
McLaren from North Berwick took over as pro at Toronto in 1916-19. Kenny played in five Canadian 
Open's and defended his title at Royal Ottawa in 1911. That year Dan Kenny and twenty-four other 
professionals attended a meeting in the Royal Ottawa Golf Club to form the Professional Golf Association 
of Canada. At this time Kenny was living at Glen Grove, York South, North Toronto. In 1912, Kenny moved 
to Lake Rousseau (Monteith House) in the Muskoka Lakes district, north of Toronto, where he was the first 
professional.  

He played in the US Open in 1912, (which he lead after the first round), again in 1914 and 1915, when he 
entered from Hamilton Golf and Country Club, Ltd., Ontario. In 1914, Harry Colt laid out the course for 
Hamilton Golf and Country Club on the Ancaster land and Dan Kenny was appointed pro that year. At the 
1915 US Open Dan Kenny was reunited with his North Berwick classmate Fred McLeod and the field also 
included Ben Sayers and his son George Sayers. Kenny was pro at Hamilton Golf and Country Club from 
1915-20.  

In 1919 and 1920 Dan Kenny wintered at Baton Rouge Country Club in Louisiana. The State Times 
reported that Daniel Kenny and Scotty Robson who laid out the course in 1916 were playing Baton Rouge 
and that Daniel Kenny would be giving golf lessons at the club until March. In 1921 Kenny was runner-up 
in the Western New York PGA championship, he also played in the Canadian Open and the North and 
South tournament at Pinehurst. In 1922, Kenny was based at Sylvania Golf Club PA and from there he 
qualified for the USPGA championship at Oakmont.  

Kenny played in the first Monterey Peninsula golf championship, 
over the newly opened Pebble Beach Links in 1926. 

 

Continued …. 

A little bit of golf history … 
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April Coaching Segment with PGA Golf Professional, David Broadfoot 

 

In 1923, Dan Kenny was based at Willowbrook Golf Club, Tyler in Texas where they organised a match 
between Dan Kenny and Tom Lally, pro at San Antonio Country Club for a stake of $ 1,000 dollars. The club 
pooled together sufficient cash resources to fill the purse and fortunately Kenny won the dual in the sun. That 
year he also lifted the side beats by playing 216 holes of golf in the one day at the Glenbrooke Country Club 
with the local pro. In 1924 Kenny was pro at the seaside course at Galveston and in 1928 he returned to 
Scotland permanently and was living with his wife Francis and daughter at 37, Millburn Street, Kirkcudbright. 
Kenny died 3rd March 1967 ages 84 years. 

David Shackleton of Kirkcudbright and grandson of Dan Kenny, the golfer, has fond memories of the Dan 
Kenny Story and adds his post script below. 

Only last year , we became aware of the plaque shown. 
I remember at 49, Millburn Street a set of golf clubs with my grandfather's name and "Kirkcudbright" on the 
metal club heads.  This must of been the time long before golf club head "numbering”, but with names such as 
Niblick and Mashie Niblick etc.  I used to help my grandfather sweep the Kirkcudbright greens at the 
Kirkcudbright 9 Hole golf course, but sadly never had a golf lesson from him or an interest in golf. To think that 
had I been interested in playing golf, I would most certainly to this day have been in the possession of a set of 
“Dan Kenny, Kirkcudbright “golf clubs. The clubs were discarded from 49 Millburn St. when my Aunt moved 
house. 
I feel that we as a family should have been very much aware of our grandfather's golf career. 
Sadly young (age 94 years ) Dan Kenny is in the Kirkcudbright  Cottage  hospital at present and a little 
wandered otherwise he may have been able to have filled in many of the gaps of his father’s golf career . 

DS … 

 

 

This months focus is on how to release the golf club.  When I talk about release, I mean how you move 
the club through impact with the golf ball.  Your release affects the club head speed you create and also 
the direction the club face will point at impact with the ball.  A perfect release will create maximum club 
head speed and a square club face.  This will result in long, straight shots. 
 
From the top of the backswing - This is a key move for a good release.  As your weight starts to shift 

to your front leg, the shaft of the club should 'lag.'  This means that the angle created between your left 

arm and the shaft of the club should increase.  See pictures 1 & 2.  Notice in the 2nd picture how the 

shaft of the club is closer to my shoulder and the angle between my left arm and club shaft has 

increased as I start my downswing. 

One of the most common faults I see in golfers struggling with their strike and lack of distance, is the 

complete opposite of this move.  As they start their downswing, the angle between left arm and club 

shaft starts to decrease rather than increase.  This is called a 'cast.'  See picture 3. 

Through impact - If your move from the top of your backswing is good, you can then release the club 

into the ball at maximum speed with a square club face.  As the club moves through impact, your arms 

and wrists should be starting to roll.  Your right arm should be climbing over your left arm which will roll 

the club face over.  See pictures 4 & 5.  Picture 4 shows the position just before impact, picture 5 shows 

the position after impact.  Notice how my arms have rolled over and the club face is now fully released 

and extended towards my target. 

Continued … 
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Hopefully you now have more insight into a 
good release of the golf club.  As always, I 
am available for lessons 7 days a week, 
morning, afternoon & evening.  Please 
contact me on the details below to book 
your lessons. 
 
 
On Sunday 21st June, myself and 2 
friends are tackling the 'Longest Day 
Golf Challenge' to raise money for 
MacMillan Cancer Support.   
 
We will be playing 72 holes (4 rounds) 
of golf in one day at Kirkcudbright Golf 
Club.  That equates to around 15 miles 
of walking (carrying our golf clubs), 
around 15 hours of playing starting at 
5am, and hitting around 300 golf 
shots.   
 
Please support us by donating and help 
us raise as much as we can for a great 
cause.  Visit 
www.justgiving.com/davidbroadfoot to 
donate, or stick your name and 
donation on the sheet in the 
clubhouse.  This won't be easy and we 
need your support! 
 
 
Thank You, 
David Broadfoot, 
PGA Golf Professional 

Picture 1 Picture 2 

Picture 5 Picture 4 

Picture 3 

Finally don’t forget this is your newsletter. If there’s anything particular you’d like to see included let us know. You 

might have a story or even photos from days gone by we could include. Feel free to pass them on, either to the 

clubhouse or contact me at malcolmk04@yahoo.co.uk. 

And finally … 

http://www.justgiving.com/davidbroadfoot
mailto:malcolmk04@yahoo.co.uk

